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ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 ACDA-07 OMB-01 TRSE-00 EB-07 AF-08 /093 W 

006396 

R 160801Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5499 
INFO USMISSION USUN 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

SECRET COLOMBO 2989 

E.O. 66652: XGDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, AG 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS ALGERIA 

REF: COLOMBO 2977 

1 . REFTEL ONLY PARTIALLY REFLECTED MESTIRI'S VEHEMENCE IN 
DISCUSSING ALGERIAN DIPLOMACY AND HIS GOVERNMENT'S REACTION TO IT. 
CONCLUDING HIS DESCRIPTION OF ALGERIA'S BEHAVIOR AT CONFERENCE, 
MESTIRI SAID, YOU CAN BELIEVE ME BECAUSE YOU KNOW WE WATCH 
THEM VERY CAREFULLY. LIBYA IS OUR PUBLIC ENEMY, BUT OUR REAL 
CONCERN IS ALGERIA." 

2. IN DISCUSSING ALGERIAN INFLUENCE ON SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA, 

MESTIRI CALLED IT "UNNATURAL". HE SAID PRINCIPAL GOAL OF HIS 
WORK AS NEW TUNISIAN PERM REP IN NEW YORK PEULYPE TO ELIMINATE 
THISINFLUENCE. ADDRESSING EMBOFF DIRECTLY HE SAID HE HOPED 
THAT USG AND ITS FRIENDS IN AFRICA WOULD ASSIST HIM IN THIS EFFORT. 
EMBOFF MADE NO RESPONSE AND MESTIRI TURNED TO OTHER SUBJECT. 
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